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Several editorial articles, which were 
intended for insertion at this time, are 
postponed to next month, to make room 
for the favours of correspondents. The 
Editor is always willing to give way, in 
such cases, when he conveniently can, but 
as the next number will close the volume, 
he will then be under the necessity of re- 
serving a little space for himself. It is not 
probable, however, that any of his friends 
will be neglected long. 

‘=== 

[ am pleased to observe that the offer I 
made, relative to the Prize Poem, has thus 
early attracted the notice of at least one 
of the favorites of the Muses. A commu- 
nication from a western writer has alrea- 
dy been received. ‘The subject is, indeed, 
one of importance; the theme is excellent; 
and it may be safely said, that no writer, 
however celebrated, can view it as unwor- 
thy of his attention. 

= 

The Letters of Zreneus to Sophronia, the 
publication of which, is commenced in this 
number, will be found to be exceedingly in- 
teresting. ‘The author has studied human 
nature; he has studied the principles of 
justice and civil liberty; and has acquired 
a thorough knowledge of the debasing cru- 
elties of the system of Slavery. He speaks 
feelingly, reasons manfully, and the eye 
must be blind that will not see, and 
heart be callous which cannot feel, that his 
observations and remarks are calculated to 
carry conviction along with them, wherever 
they may be heard and understood. Tho’ 
it appears they were addressed to his sis- 
ter, and on that account, will be more in- 
teresting to the female part of the commu- 
nity, still, they are well worthy the atten- 
tion of the other sex; and it is hoped they 
will be generally read. 

=== 

Experience has proven that one of the 
conditions required of subscribers to the 
Genius of Universal Emancipation is ra- 
ther impolitic, as it has a tendency to 
check, in some degree, the circulation of 
the work:—I allude to that of commencing 
with a volume, &c. There are many who 
Would have subserided within the last two 





or three months, that did not wish to take 
the back numbers (tho’ for the most part 
these have been called for) and consequent- 
ly they inclined to wait until the com- 
mencement of the second volume... As it 
is particularly desirable that the paper 
should circulate as extensively as possi- 
ble, l am resolved that nothing on my part, 
which can possibly be prevented, shall ope- 
rate as a hindrance to it. 

Hereafter, subscribers may commence 
when they please, and discontinue when it 
suits them, provided they may not be in 
arrears to the editor. The price will be 
in the proportion of One Dollar for twelve 
numbers. 

Single numbers may also be had, occa- 
sionally, at twelve and a half cents each. 

_———— ] 

It appears that the Governor of the 
State of Tennessee has notified the mem- 
bers of the Legislature to meet at Mur- 
freesborough, on the 22d of the 7th month 
(July) next. It is to be hoped that the 
members of the Manumission Suciety will 
avail themselves of the opportunity, to re- 
new their application for an amendment 
to the civil code of this Commonwealth, 
relative to the System of Slavery. 

=== 

The fifth annual re 

Colonization Societ 


of the American 
just made its ap- 
nce. It is so y that it cannot 
published in this paper eatire; but some 
extracts will be taken from it next month, 
and the chief matters of interest contained 
in it, will be briefly stated. 
= 
The “Asourtion INTELLIGENCER AND 
Missronary Macazine”™* has just made its » 
appearance. It is edited by John Finly 
Crow, a very reputable minister of the gos- 
pel in the Methedist Society. The edito- 
rial address, and probably a few extracts 
from other parts of it, will be inserted in 


‘this paper, next month. 









= “Missi Mi ine” has 
been sitied tothe oe ; work sings the 

rospectus was” oe ta 
; ‘aon of each number will be calculated 
or the dissemination of missionary, or re- 
ligious intelligence. 
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For the Genius of Universal Emancipation. 
. TO THE EDITOR. 
If you think the following worthy a place 





section of our country you may witness 
the horrible and atrocious crime of Slave- 
ry, read this account ot your fellow labor- 


in the Genius of Universal Emancipation, er in the Christian Vineyard. Think of 


it is at your disposal. 


Sometime in the year 1809, if I mistake | 
not, the Rev. —-— was riding his circuit | 


in Augusta County, Virginia, and met a 
drove (as their brual drivers call them) of 
Slaves chained, handcuffed and pinioned, 
like the vilest criminals, or like beasts des- 
tined to the slaughter. His feelings of 


compassion were powerfully enlisted in’ 
favor of the suffering victims of avarice; 


and dismounting his horse, he fell upon his 
knees, and invoked the God of Mercy to 
soften the hearts of their oppressors, and 
induce them to relieve the distresses of 
these wretched and miserable pe ple.— 
While he was thus exercised, their haughty 
and imperious master came up with his 
<arriage, in which, like Naaman of old, he 
was proudly seated, and began to chide the 
pious minister for his conduct. Taking lit- 
tle note, however, of what he said, this be- 
nevolent and faithful servant of the Cross 
continued to pray the Almighty to’spare 


the sinner a little longer, exhorting him at) 


the same time tu forsake his evil way, to 
turn to the Lord and repent, and to “undo 
the heavy burderis and let the oppressed 
go free:”’ nor did he cease until the moving 
mass of human misery, driven forward by 
the force of usurped authority, was out of 
the reach of the sound of his voice. The 
consequence was, that a few years after, 
this same man set ail his slaves at liberty, 
and became a zealous preacher of the gos- 
pel. ‘Tlius we see what may sometimes be 
effected by the labours of the pious and the 
humane, if they have the disposition ani 
the courage to speak, and fear not, when’ 
they cleariy perceive it to be their duty to 
do so. What a most important work was 
performed in the instance here alluded to! 
—A large number of miserable captives 
who had long worn the galling yoke of op- 
pression, and whose mitids were involved 
in the darkest and most gloomy ignorance 
imaginable, suddenly redeemed from their 
helpless and ignominious state, & permit- 
ted to take the rank among intelligent be- 
ings by nature assigned them; and the cal-' 
Jous heart of an ebdurate sinaer so molli- 
fied as to be rendered susceptible of the| 
tender impressions of heavenly love, and fi-' 
nally converted into a receptacle for the spi- 
rit of piety, of msmanity and benevolence! 





Ministers of the everlasting Gospel!!— 
wherever you may reside, or'in whatever 


‘what he did, and “Go AND Do LIKEWISE.” 


NARRATOR, 
LLL TEL PE EG a. 
For the Genius of Universal Emancipation, 
TO THE EDITOR. 

Sir, Having in my possession seve- 
cal numbers of the letters of Ireneus,direct- 
el to myself, [ have thought proper to send 
them to you for your perusal, and if you 
should consider them worth publishing, 
you are at liberty so to do;—Or you may 
return them to your well wishing reader. 

Lam, &c. SOPHRONIA. 
May 6th, 1822. 








IRENEUS TO SOPHRONTA. 
No. I. 

Movember, 1821. 

Endeared Sister.——Since taking leave 
of you at the cottage of our nativity, situ- 
ate in the silvan shades of rural retreat 
from the noise and bustle of cities and 
towns, and from the public theatres of the 
world, where we first drew our infant 
breath, and with it inhaled, not only the 
salubrious fragrance of bowntiful blooming 
nature, but the purer principles of reli- 
gious, moral, and social excellence, with 
all their combination of fruits, and exhi- 
larating consequences, which flow from 
the munificence of nature’s divine Au- 
ther, curiosity and a thirst for knowledge 
have led me into the noisy world, where 
every thing seems to be in a state of per- 
turbation. Instead of that large stock of 
pleasure, which I had anticipated from an 
extensive acquaintance with men & things, 
I have hitherto had to experience the re- 
verse; and the little knowledge I have ac- 


quired of the current disposition of man- - 


kind in general, has contributed, more than 
ever, to convince me of the depravity of hu- 
man nature. [ had heard of great im- 
provements being made in the arts of civi- 
lization; of considerable reformations in 
the morals of the people; and of very great 
and wonderful revivals of religion having 
taking place in many parts of the country 
through which I am to pass; but from what [ 
have yet seen, it appears to me that not- 
withstaning these reports, darkness seems, 
in many respects, to have veiled the pure 
principles of justice, truth, and equity 
from the optic vision of the generality of 
mankind;so that amidst their very high pro- 
fessions of religion, civilization, and moral 
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advancement, men appear to be gro- 
ing in the dark, in a great measure, by 
willingly, and perhaps wilfully shuting 
their eyes against the illuminations which 
have emanated from various sources; and 
are contenting themselves with customs 
derived from the darker ages of antiquity, 





however corrupt they may be, and sing 
their te deums for the state of security and 
felicity in which they fancy themselves, 
whilst mammon seems to be the object of 
too general pursuit, and the only thing 
worthy of the attention of a human being. 
As I keepa kind of diary of the occur- 
rences that come under my notice, [ shall 
occasionally write you an account of such 
of them as [ consider worthy of my 
attention, on which you will be at leisure 
toruminate, and to make such remarks as 
a dispassionate investigation may suggest. 

But to return to my narrative: —When 
[set out on my tour of discovery, I took 
the path that leads into the highway of 
public resort; and when [ had got into it, 
[ was strangely, and for a while, pleasing- 
lyamused with the great variety of new 
and rare objects that presented themselves 
tomy notice.—The elegance of the several 
mansions whichI passed with their satellites 
of inferior magnitude, standing at hum- 
ble distance from them, afforded a kind of 
romantic novelty, especially as | conclu- 
ded these were the habitations of great, 
minds.—Again, my attention was arrested 
by the appearance of splendid caraiages, 
and almost in the same instant, men moun- 
ted on elegant horses, riding, as it were, 
in state, attraced my notice; whilst the 
constant passing and repassing of men and 
women, some white, some black, and some 
of a mixture between the two, appeared, 
from the hurry in which they moved, tobe 
in pursuit of some object of vast impor- 
tance, kept my eyes and attention ona 
continual stretch. 

Whether the people in this country es- 
timate the character of men by the neatness 
ot their dress, I cannot tell, but, as mine 
was not of that description, many of them 
paid no more attention to me, than if I had 
been an animal belonging to some inferior 
grade of beings. 

Having ascended to the top of an emi- 
nence, where I had a full view of the sur- 
rounding multitudes, and as [ conceived a 
probable one of their objects and aims, a 
thought was suggested to my mind, that if 
a stranger to our race, was to come from 


some ‘unknown region of the universe on!—of e 


asudden, and to take my stand, that he 





would be led to the conclusion that a vast 
majority of the human race had mistaken 
his opaque globe of earth with its riches, 
honors, and pleasures, for a deity, and that 
they were paying it the most profound 
worship and adoration immaginable; es- 
pecially should he discover the many shifts 
and frauds which men practice to circum- 
vent each other, in order to accumulate as 
much as possible of thé wealth of this 
world, he must believe that their zeal was 
intense, and that they were thus striving 
to excel each other in their devotions. 

Among the oddities I noticed in the 
multitude, { discovered men and women 
valueing themselves above others, and look- 
ing down with contempt on such of their 
own speciesas were in humbler situ- 
ations than themselves, as it respects 
worldly property. I saw some taking pride 
in the symmetry of their persons and 
features, and considering themselves as 
being superior to others, on these accounts, 
whilst some were glorying over others on 
account of the more costly and showy 
decorations of their persons with trinkets 
of gold, silver, diamonds, and other glit- 
tering, and delusive baubles—and with the 
fineness of their attire, manufactured from 
the off-cast garments of the sheep, or silk- 
worms, with additional plumes of the fea- 
thers, procured at great expense, and,tack- 
ed to their other borrowed screens of na- 
kedness, testimonials of pride, and ragged 
badges of human apostacy. 

I had not gone far from. this eminence, 
when my attention was suddenly aroused 
to a subject the most tragical that the hu- 
man mind is capable of contemplating;—. 
{ was met by several men on horse back, 
whose countenances appeared to be mark- 
ed with all the demoniac despotism, and pe- 
trifaction that could cy be depicted 
in the human face, followed by a consider- 
able company of poordegraded Africans, 
men, women, and children on foot; some 
clad in tolerable garments, others almost 
naked, and barefoot, wading through the 
cold mud and water; others were ironed 
with chains, handcuffs, &c. marching on to 
some disgraceful market for human beings, 
enduring all the pungent miseries that ac- 
company a state of entire vassalage, and a 
final separation of husbands and wives, 
parents and children, with every other 
connexion that binds one human being to 
another! Is this, said I to f, the 
land of civilization and of icanism? 
lL rights, where the flourishing 





tree of liberty grows, uncontaminated by 
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the foul hand of oppression? Is this the attributes, never designed that it, or any 
fair and safe asylum of the oppressed, the | part thereof, should be a mass of confusion, 
last resort of suffering humanity, and the | and disorder, but that all parts of creation, 
far famed land of civil and religious liber,- | though finite, should act in unison with 
ty, of which I have so ofte: heard in the | their great author, and in subservience to 
obscure retreats.of my natal abode? Or | his will. 

have I been mistaken in my path, and| [consider all created matter, animate 
wandered into the barbarous regions of, and inanimate, to be under the government 
Pagan or mahomedan superstition and des-| of certain laws, suited to each respective 
potism, the chaotic gloom of uncultivated | being, which laws are to those under their 
human nature?——Or finally worse, if|control, the foundation of liberty or free- 
worse can be, have I descended into the dom in the most legitimate sense of the 
lower regions amongst infernals, that such| word; were this not the case, intruding 








eee, | 





things are carried on, and no exertions 
used by the ruling authorities of the nation 


to put a stop to such flagrant infringe- | throw it into confusion, 


ments on the rights of humanity? 

‘Small sympathy is felt for those in thrall, 
They drink alone, the wormwood & the gall. 
I suppose it would be an affront to these 
human pedilars fora person to intimate 
that they were net christians; but I cannot 
bring my mind to consent that such traf- 
fickers in the bodies and souls of their own 
species, have a better title te civilization, 
or refined society, than the Algerine of Bar- 
bary, the wild Arab of the desert, of the 
ferocious unfeeling tiger, on the shores of 

the Gambia! 


[ am, as ever, your affectionate brother. 
IRENEUS. 


IRENEUS TO SOPHRONLI1. 
No. H. 

' December, 1821. 

‘Dear Sister, After writing my for- 
mer letter, which concluded with seme 
observations on :the inhuman practice of 
buying end selling men, women, and chil- 
dren—driving them from one market to 
another like hogs, and cattle, for the par- 
pose of metamorphosing them -and their 


posterity into brutes by the unnatural, an-. 
‘tichristian, and horrid yoke of slavery in| 
its most deg ading nature; and at the-cor-| 
t te volt! If man had not violated those prime- 
these outrages committed on humanity, | val laws, ful 
and practised on thousands under the shade | 


rectness of the public mind in res 








spheres,and clashing elements would dis- 
organize the harmony of the universe, and 
But this is not 
the case. Suns, Earths, Comets, and their 
satellites have run their annual, and diur- 
nal courses from the earliest date of their 
existence to the present moment, without 
violating the laws of creation, or without 
one infringing on the rights of another. 
The sun stops not his fiery car,t’ enslave 
the feeble moon, 
Nor steep in blood doth any star, his bro- 
ther stars presume. 

These things belong (by usurpation and 
custom) to the puny inhabitants of this 
world, which has become “the habitation of 
devils,” and perhaps, “the beclam of the 
untverse.” When the Almighty spake cre- 
atton into being, he pronounced it very 
good; and asit is impossible for infinite 
wisdom to err, or cail evil good, or good 
evil, complete harmony and order certain- 
ly pervaded the whole—all was agreeable 
to the divine model, Some angels, and 
all men abused their powers of free agency, 
by violating the laws suited by divine 
wisdem to their respective natures, which 
has thrown the moral world into disorder; 
brought sorrow, wretchedness, and misery, 
on themselves; and the natural world is 
still groaning under the heavy curse 
brought on it by reason of the divine re- 


, adapted to his nature, whieh 
itis believed he had sufficient power to 


of the far famed American Liberty Tree, I have kept, the earth had never been staili- 
fell into a state of thinking, and began to'ed with human blood, nor would the dis- 
reflect on the order and harmeny of nature, graceful name of slave ever have been 


and on the probable design of creation, as 
it respects some: of the animals, called ht- 
man beings, which-peuple this planet, on 
which we are tenants. 

The Almighty, who brought inte being 
‘the vast fabric of the universe, whose na- | 


known to mankind—six was the parent of 
these, as well as of every other moral evil. 
Buta remedy has been provided for the 
restoration of man to his pristine purity, 
and-for removing the curse, consequent on 
man’s disobedience—Christ Jesus, who 1s 





ture is wisdom, holiness, jastice, love, mer-{the mediator betwixt God and man, has 
cy, power, righteousness, and benignity,|come into the world to destrov the works 
in-the highest degree that it is possible far | of the devil, (which are sin) and to bring 
@ finite being to conceive of these divine in everlasting righteousness. The seed 
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om 


of the woman that was to bruise the ser- 

nt’s head, was exhibited to mankind, 
under different figures, and metaphors 
from age to age, as in those dark ages they 
were able to bear it, until, in the fullness 
of time, the angels announced his coming to 
be peace on earth, and good will to men; 
and who has commanded his followers 
throuzh all time, to do unto men, whatso- 
ever they would that men should do to 
them; and to love their neghbors as them- 
selves; & has commanded these things to be 
published to the ends of the earth. Iam 
persuaded, that were the two above quoted 
precepts obeyed by all who profess the 
christian name, in tueir intended accepta- 
tion, that slavery and slave holding would 
be driven from the abodes of Christendom; 
but [ presume that it is owing to the lack 
of this, that it has a place, or an advocate 
amongst men. Christ, and Belial can- 
not dwell together. 

[ have said that the laws under which 
all created beings were, at their creation, 
were the foundatien to them of liberty or 
freedom, because on their observance de- 
pended the mutual harmony of the whole; 
which was, no doubt, the design of crea- 
tion, not of the elements, planets, and ir- 
rational animals, only, but of man, the 


crowning piece, and cap stone of creation; 





and to whom was given dominion over the! 


inferior links of being in the great chain 
of creatures, but not over one another fur- 
ther than justice, equity, and a just govern- 
men t would authorise. 

We will take for our sample, a family 
of children, I will suppose a dozen, wit 
the parents at their head: The divine law. 
to parents, is, that they love their children, 
and bring them up in the fear of God, by 
restraining them from vice, and by instil- 
ing into their minds principles of piety,— 
and by laying good examples before them, 
the children are commanded to obey their 
parents, and to love one another, and live 
in d secape: &e. . , 

e parents consider their children all 
equal, and sharing alike their affections; 


and all free, as children in nonage under | 


the tuition of their parents, and without 
dominion, or subordination amongst them- 
selves, nor is it their design (if such a 
thought is ever suggested) that they, or any 
one of them, should be brought into bon- 
dage to any man. OT ES 

ow I will suppose this af if you 
please, to be setled on some Island, or con- 
tinent where there are no other human be- 


ings besides themselves; and I will sup-) 


pose them to live in equaility, love, and 
peace, during the lives of their parents— 
when they are gone, I discover them all 
looking about to see what way they are to 
support themselves and families now their 
poate are dead; and as each has had his 
ot of ground assigned him to cultivate, 
to it they presently remove their effects.. 
After some length of time, several ef these 
once loving children give. way to habits of 
idleness, and withal grow very avaricious, 
and conclude that they could accumulate 
wealth much faster, and live much easier, 
if they had hands to work for them:—they 
push their plan into immediate execution, 
and in the night, fall upon the weakest 
and most defenceless of their brethren, 
convey them home in irons, and consign 
them and their offspring to perpetual in- 
voluntary slavery; and to give permanence 
to their horrid deed, they enact laws, de- 
claring these persons and their posterity. 
to be good saleable property in common 
with other goods and chattels, and guaran- 
tee them to purchasers and possessors as 
an indefeasible inheritance forever, the de- 
scendants to continue in the same state to 
the latest period of time. 

Such was precisely the nature of the 
origin of slavery in this country, and of 
course, those concerned in it are to be view- 
ed in the same jigh*t as this.family. They 
have been expostulated with on. the sub- 
ject, but they plead the purchase and the 
sanction of law in their ews defence; and 
though some of them are t professors 
of religion, they wipe their mouths from. 
guilt, on the score that Abraham had ser- 
vants born in his house, and bought with 
money. Let any sentimental slave holder 
that fis a family of children, whom he 
loves, and considers equal, and free, but 
place them by anticipation in the situation 
of one part being involuntary slaves to the: 
other part of them, and then we shall see 
if the usurper’s plea of Abraham’s ex- 
ample will satisfy him! ; 

There is but one general, or universal 
family of human beings on earth, though 








———— 


languages, complexions, and tribes; —God 
is the great creator, and father of them all, 


and hath appointed the bounds of their ha- 
bitations; (which some have gone over, to- 
‘kidnap their brethren;) that they should 
seek the Lord, if haply they, might feel af- 
ter him and find him, though he be not far: 
from every one of us.” In the image, and. 





16% 


separated into various nations, tongues,. 


and “made of one blood all nations of men, 


in the likeness of God were all mankind | 


ef 
i 
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alike created;and all are alike the purchase | sions of multitudes, even of slave dealers, 
of a redeemer’s blood; shall avaricious men | and slave holders, to the pure principles of. 


Trade in the purchase of Christ’s precious the christian religion! 
blood, Ihe great market for human flesh seems 


And buy and sell the image of their God! to be the southern States; and thither our 

Action produces reaction—I cannot op- |human pedlars resort with their droves of 
press, or otherwise injure a fellow creature, wire Reet beings, where they find 
without injuring myself—I procure guilt, wr th pcpcrinw” — creature they 
and incur divine punishment. God cares | ©°PY°Y to those regions of despotism and 
for his creatures of the human family—he | 2¥9"Ice> whatever other article may remain 


has commanded them to love one another, unsold. How sound the policy o towing 
and to do justly, love mercy, and to walk such immense multitudes of uncultivate 


humbly with him. He has commanded | ¢Teatures into so narrow a compass of 
man not to covet his neighbor’s wife, his country where they meet with none but 


* . ° . ; S . ° 
ox, his ass, or any thing that is his; much cenaabilit — 0d —, to “es meres 
more himself, and his wife, and children’s | S¢™S!0UHY OF the human heart, 4 teave for 


persons, labour, and services forever! a agg _ I am to Judge. 
dreadful day of retribution is approaching, our alectsonate drot IRENEUS 
for the poor and needy shall! not be forgot- gaat 
ten, neither shall the blood of murdered ON Tyce iy: ; 
thousands of captivated Africans, cry from | For the Genius of Universal Emancipation. 
the ground and the ocean to heaven, for _TO THE EDITOR. 
vengeance, unheard; nor yet the groans of Sir—Availing myseif of your liberality, 
the oppressed, the tears of the mother for and your willingness to afford your readers 
the loss of her husband, or infant torn from |a0 opportunity of hearing what can be said 
her breast, and sold into endless bondage, | 0" both sides of the important question of 
er those of the husband for the loss of his|the emancipation of the slaves in our coun- 
wife and children, ascend to the throne of | try," I willingly embrace the occasion to 
Omnipotence unnoticed, but will prevail, | present the public, through the medium of 
and draw down vengeance, and the Qp-|your paper, with a few of my sentiments 
pressor shall be broken in pieces! concerning the propositions and arguments 
Iam lost in wonder and astonishment |advanced ages of your correspondents. 
at the presumption of American slavehold-| | Among the various plans for the aboli- 
ers, (for it cannot be charged to the account | ton of rete 1 which have, from time to 
of ignorance, as they are an enlightened time, appeared in your paper, none appears, 
peopie) seeing that thousands of them hold |to my mind, so inconsistent as that in the 
their fellow beings, brethren of the hu- 9th number, over the signature of “A May- 
man race, in a eondition, that they would econ ga lam conscious of the evil of 
lose their lives, rather than themselves and | Savery, and ardently wish its abolition; but 
families should be reduced to, many of | [ cennot agree to join in a project which 
whom are zealous professors of religion, and |4n never be carried into effect; and I con- 
would have others believe that they do as sider it a duty equally as incumbent on me, 
they would be done unto, in case of achange | t° oppose a measure calculated to increase 
of circumstances! |the amount of human woe, although it may 
I shall now refer to some of ‘he contents | take philanthropy for its motto, as to use 
of my former letter, which gave rise to the Y influence in promoting a practicable 
foregoing observations—I mean the men Plan for a general and safe emancipation. 
pedlars with their drove of African slaves, | He says, “Let such of our brethren as 
whom I have Jearned, they were driving to | have hitherto lived on the sweat and tears 
a southern market: This being but the jof their fellow mortals, be content to take 
continuation of a trafficin the African race, 89 equal quantity of land, and be willing 
at once the most unjust, intuman, and di-| *Itis very true, that I would be perfectly 
abolical that ever stained the annals of the | willing to give both parties a hearing, and in 
most savage nations on earth; and which | general should like to see a free discussion 
is carrying on with as much avidity in| of the main question: tho’ my correspondent 
some sections of our country, as if it was | must have perceived that the offer I made, 
defensible upon the principles of unsullied |and to which he alludes, related merely to 
equity, potwithatandint our boasted supe- the details of a plan; and he himself does 
riority of political freedom over any other | not appear willing to venture beyond that. 
nation on earth, and the unequalled preten- Ed. 
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to relinquish their present possessions,” 
&c. For any legislative act to model their 
minds so as to make them “content,” with- 
out their own approbation, is out of the 
question: and it is not likely that many of 
them would be willing to leave their homes, 
&c. to seek a residence in the forest.— 
Compelling them to give up their property 
and possessions, would have no more sem- 
blance of right, or justice, than the act of 
bringing the unfortunate blacks from the 
shores of Africa. It would be a violation 
of contract—a violation which might ter- 
minate in the most serious consequences. 
If the Congress of the United States should 
be vested with the power to pass a law 
that one person should give up his estate 
to another for a certain stated price, in mo- 
ney or property, the same power would 
enable it to say that all the landholders of 
Kentucky should give the whole of their 
possessions to certain planters of Virginia 
for a boat load of corn or tobacco. Besides 
the unlawfulness and injustiee of sucha 
plan, I fear it would not be productive of 
good toany. Many of the slaveholders, in 
reference to being driven from their 
Eouel and their firesides, would resolve to 
maintain them, or die in their defence.— 
How the matter would finally terminate, 
Iam unable to say; but it is seriously to 
be apprehended that the success of “Burr’s 
Conspiracy” could not have had a worse 
effect than would such arash step in our 
National Legislature. 

If laws were passed ensuring a speedy 


ken for colonizing a portion of them, so 
that free blacks could find some advanta- 
geous asylum, no matter how soon they are 
all emancipated. But an attempt to exile 
their holders, [ am confident, would not be 
made at a lower price than the separation 
of the Southern from the Northern States. 
What patriot, or philanthropist, could be 
in favor of so unwise a proposal? 
You may expect to hear from me again 


shortly. 
, COMMON SENSE. 


AN ADDRESS, 
To the Jefferson Branch of the Manumis- 
sion Society. 
Frienps AND Fe._iow Crrizens, 

When we take into consideration the 
subject of slavery, as it exists in our coun- 
try, we are directed to an object of deli- 
cate importance, in which the feelings of 





humanity interest us; and, as a part of the 


community concerned, we hope the great 
principles of justice direct the interest 
and prompt the desire we feel in our 
breasts that some avenue may be found, 
which will lead, at least, to an allevition 
of the oppression. The principles of ‘sla- 
very are in direct opposition to the natu- 
ral rights and privileges of man, which we 
infer from the faculties of our nature, and 
which we profess to believe, and have ac- 
knowledged to belong to all mankind, such 
as the omeyment of life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of appiness, rights which we find 
interwoven in the human system, and 
which we believe, while we use them in a 
manner consistent with the general good 
of our fellow creatures, no suman power 
has a right to deprive us of. But the in- 
troduction of slavery is a history of fraud 
and cruelty, wresting from others the rights 
which we feel dear to us, and which we 
inust confess is injustice in an extreme de- 
gree. It was injustice of the most aggra- 
uated nature, as respects the mourning vic- 
tims who were first brought to the Ameri- 
can shores. And if we admit the first in- 
troduction of slavery to be a violation of 
the principles of justice, can we maintain 
that there is a shadow of justice for keep- 
ing them so? will any term of time or re- 
petition of conduct do away the crime, na- 
turally Sao to injustice and cruelty? 
or, can anytransfer of property constitute 
a title that never existed? Suppose mid- 
night plundered goods be bought at twice. 
the worth, and then the thief, twice punc- 
tually paid, will this establish the justice 
of the claim, or recompense the person 
whose righttul property they are? If sla- 
very was introduced by our infringement 
of the rights of man, effected by fraud and 
cruelty towards the innocent African, can 
his wrong be redressed by continuing the 
orpression to his offspring? or is the ser- 
vice of the son claimed with justice, be- 
cause Avarice has unjustly claimed the 
services of his father? 

When we take into view the means b 
which the slavery of Africans was effected, 
and the condition to which they are redu- 
ced, must we not own, that our conduct 
towards our neighbor nation has been un- 
just in the extreme? Are not these 
es le formed in ‘the image of their 

aker, endowed with rational powers, 
possessing a spark of immortality; and uni- 
ted with the rest of intelligent beings, un- 
der the care of the Supreme Governcr of 
the Universe? If so, where is our author- 
ity to wrest from them the rights which we 
claim for such beings, as unalienable? 
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If slavery be contrary to the principles 
of justice and a breach of that natural ob- 
ligation that rational beings are under to 
each other, it is certainly equally contra- 
ry to the principles of christianity. Chris- 
tianity represents the great family of the 
universe under reciprecal obligations to 
regulate all their conduct towards each 
other by pure benevolence and love, and 
to unite in promoting the happiness of each 
other, in unison with the honor and glory 
of their Creator. 

Slavery appears to represent the uni- 
verse peopled with beings left to the ca- 

rice of each others’ will, with the privi- 
ege of doing to each other just as their 
pleasure, interest, or ambition may direct. 

When we behold the christian charac- 
ter pourtrayed in Sacred Writ, divesting 
the human heart of its turbulent disposi- 
tion; restraining the inordinate desires of 
man; clothing him with pity and tender- 
ness, and uniting his interest with the hap- 
piness of all intelligent beings; can the 
dark features of cruelty and oppression be 
seen in the same visage, without deforming 
the picture? Can a benevolent being have 
regard for the human race,as possessed of 
immortal powers, and capable of enjoying 
immortal pleasures; to whom they are 
bound by undisputed authority, the ties of 
Deity, and the more important interest, to 
do unto others as they would ghat others 
should do unto them—can these princi- 
ples comport with that of deliberately de- 
populating one part of the globe, to furnish 
statues of mourning for another? And can 
the‘ wresting of their dearest rights forever 
from them, secluding them from the privi- 
re, of rational beings, binding the immor- 
tal powers of their minds, rivetting mise- 
ry to the chains they wear, andl opening 
the floodgates of oppression to beat upon 
them in ten thousand streams of degrada- 
tion and contempt—can these things be 
reconciled to the benevolent and merciful 
christian temper? or, are they not, indeed, 
and in truth, dark features in the christian 
character? But this is a faint picture of the 
situation of the unfortunate victims of sla- 
very whose profile I shall not attempt to 
draw. 

Persons in an extreme state of depres- 
sion of spirits, are shrouded in despair.— 
They lose their rational powers, and add 
to this An uncultivated mind, and of course 
a feeble intellect. They naturally sink in- 
toa state of stupidity. Thus slavery al- 
most necessarily becomes a source of mo- 
rg! corruption. The unciltivated minds, 





contracted intellects, and desponding spi- 
rits of its victims leave them in the broad 
ways of vice, divested ef the motives for 
a rectitude of conduct, which they might 
otherwise enjoy. All hope of attaining any 
degree of eminence in society being gone, 
the influence of honor and reputation are 
weakened, and the person ignorant of what 
the principles of virtue are, and feeling but 
little concerned about what either vice or 
virtue mean, he yields to the impressions 
of degenerate nature, and surrenders to the 
power of folly, vice and impiety. And the 
very nature of things forbid that such a 
population can exist in a country without 
having an influence on society. Thus, al- 
though the slave is beheld with contempt, 
as one of an inferior order of beings, yet 
does not his conduct have more or less 
effect, particularly on the young, with whom 
he is generally conversant, and who too 
frequently receive their first ideas of moral 
propriety from persons whose views of pi- 
ety, are like those of mere irrational be- 
ings? 

T shall not attempt to enumerate all the 
evil consequences which attend slavery; 
but is it net, even aside trom the injustice 
of the oppression, attended with more evil 
consequences to society than favorable 
ones? When we consider how large a pro- 
portion of our population consists of this 
class of persons, and, that they add nothing 
to our a acter strength, must they not fall 
in the opposite scaler if they open the road 
to luxurious affluence, they also plant 
thorns of vexation around it. When we 
take an impartial view of society, have we 
derived any advantage from this unfortu- 
nate people, or was not the acquisition an 
unpropitious one, even to the community 
who attained it? Does not experience prove 
that in the portions of country where sla- 
very has not been admitted, society moves 
on with more cheerful harmony, more vir- 
tuous dignity, and exhibits more genuine 
Specimens of exalted pleasure, piety, and 

oy, than in these parts where slavery 

as been adopted? why tien shall weeping 
humanity mourn in vain, and christianity, 
with blushing cheeks, exclaim against the 
unhallowed deed, and yet her immortal 
counsel be disregarded? 

Perhaps there are numbers who believe 
slavery to be wrong, and unfavorable to 
the general good of society, but they see 
no way to amend the wrong or avert the 
consequences. ‘l'o those I would observe 
that where a people are desirous of doing 
good, acting justly and benevolently, the 
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Benificent Governor of the universe can 
easily open a door, and direct their efforts 
so as to accomplish important purposes; 
and in directing his vast concerns does he 
not frequently make use of human beings 
as agents to accomplish his designs with 
regard to intelligent Creatures? 1s not the 
footsteps of Providence distinguished by 
accomplishing ends the most important by 
means accommodated to human compre- 
hension and co-operation? And can we 
behold the achievements of Benevolence 
around us, and despair of an effort at home. 
Is not a general good will, the greatest ob- 
ject necessary? Was there an earnest de- 
sire to see the oppressed depart in peace, 
generally prevailing, why could we not let 
them go? or at least, if we, as a nation 
were agents in reducing them to the situa- 
tion in which they are, we are ee 
under unequivocal obligations to use an elf- 
fort to alleviate the miseries of their condi- 
tion. 

When we compare the public sentiment 
relative to slavery at this period, with 
what it was, even a few years ago, have we 
hot reason to hope that a propitious epoch 
is now at hand for benevolent humanity to 
exert itself in the cause of afflicted inno- 
cence? Is notthe vei! which avarice and 
cupidity have drawn around our senses, 
gradually vanishing? Is not the monster 
of cruelty beheld more generalty in his na- 
_tive form? We hail the increase of this 
sentiment as the beginning of auspicious 
consequences both to ourselves and the un- 
fortunate sons of Africa. We hope that 
this sentiment will continue to spread, un- 
til we become a willing people to forsake 
our iniquity, and let the cufbrere go; not 
by a miraculous interposition do we look 
for it to be accomplished with precipita- 
tion; but by such means as deliberate coun- 
sel and the direction of Providence may 
dictate, to be conformable with justice to 
those who claim their services, and, to the 
circumstances of those in servitude, by al- 
leviating their wretched condition, and in- 
stilling into their minds such instructiva as 
may prepare them fur assuming their pro- 
per rank and station among rationat beings, 
when the universal principles of propriety, 
justice and equity, shall sanction it. 

Slavery has been too long fostered in the 
bosom of our country to take a sudden de- 
parture; and strong are the enticements 
Which its golden bower presents to its vo- 
laries to sit beneath its shade. This may 
long retard the efforts of benevolence to 
Cicatrize the wound inflicted in the 
bosom of humanity. But although dark 





tempestuous clouds may lower around ‘our 
prospects like the tumultuous ra- 
vages of dteary winter, threatening 
| desolation jin the vegetable world.—— 
Yet we hope the celestial rays of good will 
to man, will melt the icy mass of cruelty, 
and roll back the direful storm of opres- 
sion, that we may hail once more the rosy 
morn of spring, perfumed with the odours 
ot liberty, and decorated with the blossoms 
of benevolence, whose fruit, matured by 
the sunbeams of Omnipotent Pleasure, may 
be, unsullied freedom throughout the broad 
expansion of Columbia’s domain. 

Read and approved in the Jefferson 
Branch, of the Manumssion Society of 
‘Tennessee, and directed to be signed by 

JOHN SWAIN, CI’k,. 
August 20th, 1821. 





PETITION. | 
The following petition was presented to 
the Legislature of Tennessee,and reported 
on by acommittee, at the last sitting. ( See 
Genius of Universal Emancipation, page 


71. 


see. 

Your humble petitioners hereunto sub- 
scribed, being desirous to promote the 
rights of man, as exhibited in the Consti- 
tution of the United States of America, 
and declaration of ene upon which it was 
established, are induced to petition your 
honorable body to take into consideration 
the deplorable situation of the people of co- 
lour, held in slavery in our highly favored & 
highly professing country; and in your wis- 


dom devise some plan and pass it nto a law. 


for their relief; such as allowing masters 
who are convinced of the impropriety of 
holding slaves, to emancipate th 
terms that will not involve themselves or 
their estates for their maintenance, provid- 
ed that the court should be of opinion that 
the slaves so offered for emancipation, are, 
in all probability, capabie of maintaining 
themselves. : 

And further, we would siggest to you 
the justice, the good policy, &c. af your hon- 


orable body, passing a law, declaring, 


agreeable to the pur of the above de- 
claration of righ 
that all men are and qught to be free, that 
all the descendants of slaves, born after the 
passage of said law, shall be free at some 
age, which your honorable body, doing as 
you would be done by, may fix upon; 








meanwhile, enjoining on these who may 
have the raising of sych, to teach them 


To the Honorable the Senate and House. : 
af Representatives of the State of Tennes- .. 


em on. - 


ts, and the laws of nature, — 
x 
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some useful occupation, and learn them, if 
practicable, to read the scriptures, that the y 
may be qualified to become members of ci- 
vil society; and also, that yous honorable 
body will prohibit by law, the inhuman 
practice of separating husbands and wives, 
within the limits of this State;and your 
petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever 


pray. 





— 





Speech of James Tallmadge Jun. 
(Continned from page 160.) 

Sir, extend your views across the Mis- 
sissippi, over your newly acquired territo- 
ry—a territory so far surpassing, in extent, 
the limits of your present country, that 
that country which gave birth to your na- 
tion, which achieved your revolution, con- 
solidated vour union, formed your consti- 
tution, and has subsequently acquired so 
mach glory, hangs but as an appendage to 
the extended empire over which your re- 
publican government 1s now called to bear 
sway. Look down the long vista of futu- 
rity; see your empire, in existence une- 
qualled, in advantageous situation without 
a parallel, and occupying al! the valuable 
part of one continent. Behold this extend- 
ed empire, inhabited by the hardy sons of 
American freemen, knowing their rights 
and inheriting the will to protect them— 
wo vners of the soil on which they live, and 
interested in the institutions which they 
labor to defend; with two oceans laving] 
your shores, and tributary to your purpos- 
es, bearing on their bosoms the commerce 
of your people; compared to yours, the go- 
vernments ef Europe dwindle into insigni- 
ficance, and the whole world is without a 
parallel. But,sir, reverse this scene; peo- 
ple this fair domain with the slaves of your 
planters; extend slavery, this bane of man, 
this abomination of heaven, over your ex- 
tended empire, and you prepare its disso- 
lution; you turn its accumulated strength 
into positive weakness: you cherish a can- 
ker in your breast; you pus poison in your 
bosom; you place a vulture preying on your 
heart—nay, you whet the dagger and place 
it in the hands of a portion of your popu- 
lation, stimulated to use it, by every tie, 
human and divine. ‘The envious contrast 
between your happiness and their misery; 
between your liberty and their slavery, 
must constantly prompt them to accom- 
plish your destruction. Your enemies will 

learn the source and the cause of your 
weakness. As often as external dangers 


| await you, you will then realize, that, by 
your own procurement, Pkt have placed 
amidst your families, and in the bosom of 
your country, a population producing the 
greatest cause of individual danger, and of 
national weakness. With this defect, your 
government must crumble to pieces, and 
your people become the scoff of the world. 


Sir, we have been told, with apparent 
confidence, that we have no right to annex 
conditions to a state, on its admission into 
the Union; and ithas been urged that the 
proposed amendment, prohibiting the fur- 
ther introduction of slavery, is unconstitu- 
tional. This position, asserted with so 
much confidence, remains unsupported by 
any argument, or by any authority derived 
from the constitution itself. ‘The constitu- 
tion strongly indicates an opposite conclu- 
sion, and seems to contemplate a differ- 
ence between the old and the new States. 
The practice of the government has sanc- 
tioned this difference in many respects. 


The third section of the fourth article of 
the constitution says, “new States may be 
admitted by the Congress into this Union,” 
and it 1s silent as to the terms and condi- 
tions upon which the new states may be so 
admitted. ‘The fair inference from this 
is, that the Congress which might admit, 
should prescribe the time and the terms of 
such admission! ‘The tenth section of the 
first article of the constitution says, “the 
migration or importation of such persons 
as any of the states Now extstine shall 
think proper to admit, shall not be prohib- 
ited prior to the year 1808.” The words 
“now existing” clearly shew the distinc- 
tion for which we contend. The word 
slave is no where mentioned in the consti- 
tution; but this section has always been 
considered as applicable te them, and un- 
questionably reserved the right to prevent 
their importation into any new State before 
the year 1808. 


Congress, therefore, has power over the 
subject, probably asa matter of legislation, 
but more certainly as a right, to prescribe 
the time and the condition upon which any 
new State may be admitted into the family 
of the Union. Sir, the bill now before us 
proves the correctness of my argument.— 
[t is filled with conditions and limitations. 
The territory is required to take a cen- 
sus, and is to be admitted only on condi- 
tion that it shall have forty thousand 
inhabitants. I have already submitted 
amendments preventing the State from tax- 





shall thereaten, or internal commotions | 


ing the lands of the United States, and de- 
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claring that all navigable waters shall re-)a republican government, but it was requi- 
main open to the other states, and be ex-|red to contain the “fundamental principles 





empt from any tolls or duties. And my 
friend (Mr, ‘Taylor,) has also submitted 
amendmentsprohibiting the State from tax- 


of civil and religious liberty.””. It was even 
required as a condition of its admission, to 
keep its records, and its judicial and its 








ing soldiers’ lands for the period of five | legislative proceedings in the English lan- 
years. And to all these amendments we | guage; and also to secure the trial by jury, 
have heard no objection—they have passed | and to surrender all claim to unappropriat- 
unanimously. But now, when an amend-|ed lands in the territory, with the prohibi- 
ment prohibiting the further introduction | tion to tax any of the United States’ lands, 
of slavery, is proposed, the whole house is} After this long practice and constant 
put in agitation, and we are confidenty told (usage to annex conditions to the admis- 


it is unconstitutional to. annex conditions 
to the admissit of a new State into the 
Union. The result of all this 1s, that all 
amendments and conditions are proper, 
which suita certain class of gent!emen, 
but whatever amendment is proposed, 
which does not comport with their interests 
or their views, is unconstitutional, and a 
flagrant violation of this sacred charter of 
our rights. In order to be consistent, gen- 
tlemea must go back and strike out the va- 
rious amendinents to which they have al- 
ready agreed. ‘The constitution applies 
equaily to all, or to none. 

Sir, we have-been told that this is a new 
principle for which we contend, never be- 
fore adopted, or thought of. So far from 
this being correct, it is due to the memory 
of our ancestors to say, it is an old princi- 


sion of a state into the Union, will gentle- 
men yet tell us it is unconstitutional, and 
ialk of our principles being, novel and ex- 
travrdinary? It has been said, that, if this 
amenament prevails, we shall have an 
union of States possessing unequal rights. 
And we have been asked, whether we wish- 
ed to see such a “chequered union?” Sir, 
we have such a unin already. If the pro- 
hibition of slavery is tie denial of a right, 
and constitutes a chequered union, gladly 
would I behold such rights denied, and 
such a chequer spread over eve. ¥ state in 
the Union. It is now spread over tie States 
north west of the Ohio, and forms the glo- 
‘ry and the strength of those States. 1 hops 
it will be extended from the Missippi te 
the Pacific Ocean. 

Sir, we have been told that the proposed 








ple, adopted by them, as the policy of our 
country. 


amendment cannot be received, because 


Whenever the United States/it is contrary to the treaty and cession of 


have had the right and the power, they} Louisiana. “Article 3. The inhabitants of 
have heretofore prevented the extension of/the ceded territory shall be incorporated 


slavery. The States of Kentucky and Ten- 
nessee were taken off from other States, 
and were admitted into the Union without 
condition, because their lands. were never 
owned by the United States. The terri- 
torv north west of the Ohio is all the land 
which ever belonged to them. Shortly af- 
ter the cession of those lands to the Union, 
Congress passed, in 1787,a compact, which 
was declared to be unalterable, the sixth 
article of which provides that “there shall 
be neither slavery nor involuntary servi- 
tude in the said territory, otherwise than 
in the punishment of crimes, whereof the 
parties shall have been duly convicted.” 
{n pursuance of this compact, all the states 
formed from that territory have been ad- 
mitted into the Union upon various condi- 
tions, and amongst which the sixth article 
of this compact is included as one. 

Let gentlemen also advert to the law for 
the admission of the State of Louisiana in- 
to the Union: they will find it filled: with 
conditions. It was required not only to 





in the Union of the United States, and ad- 
mitted as soon as possible, according to the 
principles of the federal constitution, to 
the enjoyment of all the rights, advantages 
and immunities of citizens of the United 
States, and in the mean time they shall be 
maintained and protected in the free en- 
joyment of their liberty, their propert ,and 
the religion which they profess.” i find 
nothing, said Mr. T. in this article of the 
treaty, incompatible with the proposed 
amendment. The rights, advantages, and 
immunities of citizens of the U. States are 

uaranteed to the inhabitants of Louisiana. 

f one of them should choose to remove in- 
to Virginia, he could take his slaves with 
him; but if he removes to Indiana, or any of 
the states north west of the Ohio, he can- 
not take his slaves with him. If the pro- 
posed amendment prevails, the inhabitants 
of Louisiana, or the citizens of the United 
States, can ngither of them take slaves ‘in- 
te the state of Missouri. All, therefore, 
may enjoy equal privileges. It is a disa- 





form a constitution upon the principles of! 


bility, or what I call, a blessing, annexed to 
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the particular district of country, and in no; his Brother, written soon after his arrival 
manner attached to the individual. But,|in America, fell into my hands a few days 
while I hav@ no doubt that the treaty con-/since. It appears that he had entertained 
tains no solid objection against the propos- | strong predelictions in favour of our laws 
ed amendment, if it did, it would not alter and civil institutions, but was extremely 
my determination on the subject. The Se-! disgusted, at the conduct of some of our 
nate, or the treaty-making power of oar high professors of republicanism, when he 
government, have neither the right, nor the became acquainted with their practices re- 
power to stipulate by a treaty, the terms lative to the treatment of slaves. And 
upon which a people shall be admitted in- this, by the way, Mr. Editor is exactly the 
to the Union. ‘This House havea right to the light in which we all, ( just and unjust) 
be heard on the subject. The admission are viewed by foreigners generally, when 
of a state into the Union is a legislative they iearn the nature of our doings in this 
act, which requires the concurrence of all | respect. “ 

the departments of legislative power. It| Thisgentleman intended to settle amon 
is animportant prerogative of this House, us, but as he could not reconcile himself to 
which [hope will never be surrendered. {what he considered our hollow hearted, 
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in 





The zeal and ardor of gentlemen, tn the 
course of this debate, have induced them 
to announce to this House, if we persist 
and force the state of Missouri taaccecle to 


the proposed amendment, as the condition | 
of her admission into the Union, she will | 


| 


. ° P ! 
alter her constitution, and introduce sla-| 


not regard it, and, as svon as admitted, will 


very intg her territory. re-| 
pared, nor is it necessary to determine, | 
what would be the consequence of such a 
violation of faith—of such a departure. 
from the fundamental condition of her ad- | 
mission into the Union. I would not cast 
upon a people so foul an impatation, as to 
believe they would be guilty of such fraud- 
ulent duplicity. ‘The States north west of 
the Ohio have all regarded the faith and 
conditions of their admission; and there is 
no reason to believe the people ot Missouri 
will not regard theirs. But, sir, whenever 
a State admitted into the Union shall dis- 
regard and set at naught the fundamental 
condition of its admission, and shall, in 
violation of all faith, undertake to levy a 
tax upon lands of the United States, or 
a toll upon their navigable waters, or intro- 
duce slavery, where Congress have prohib- 
ited 1t, then it will be in time to determine 
the consequence. But, if the threatened 
consequences were known to be the cer- 
tain result, yet would | insist upon the pro- 
posed. amendment. 
this House, the declared will of the nation 
to prohibit slavery, would produce its mo- 
ral effect, and stand asone of the brightest 
ornaments of our country. 
[ To be Concluded.) 
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OF ITSELF A “BLACK LIST.” 
For the Genius of Universal Emancipation. 





The declaration of) 


and hypocritical conduct, he at once aban- 
doned the idea, and immediately left the 
country. If you think the letter worthy 
ef publication, it is at your service. 
OBSERVATOR, 
THE LETTER. 

Dear John—l\ have a few months since 

arrived in this country of Liberty, as it is 


Sir, Lam not pre-|called with you—but when I shall relate 


what I have seen, you will be led to ex- 
claim that this is a false character which 
our American brethren assume. I had not 
been 24 hours on the shores of Columbia, 
when I beheld a band ot the ill fated sons 
of Africa driven into a sugar field by an 
inhuman monster, carrying a large whip in 
his hand, who took delight in dealing his 
blows around, on the poor, unhappy wretch- 
es (which the laws of this country had pla- 
ced within his power) with a brutality so 
savage and inhuman, as would make you 
shudder. ‘I followed him into the field, 
where he still continued his horrid prac-- 
tice, while the sighs, the groans, and tears 
of the unhappy negroes, were enough to 
cause the tears to start from the eyes of 
any human being whose heart was not of 
marble or adamant. I quitted this scene of 
sorrow, inwardly execrating the country 
and its ivhabitants. For a few days 1 ru- 
minated on what I had seen, but at length 
persuaded myself that all slaveholders 
were not such inhuman monsters as he who 
owned the unhappy slaves I had seen. I 
at length dletermined to satisfy my curios- 
ity, 1 got myself introduced to one who 
is called a humane master, and as I ex- 
pected was invited to spend a few days at 
his house. I gladly embraced the oppor- 
tunity, and in a very short time found my- 
selfon the road leading to his plantation. 





To rue Eprror,——The following copy 
ff a letter from a European Gentleman te 





I arrivec there abdyt 12 o’clock on the Sd 
day, and was apparently received with - 
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great deal of kindness. I was introduced 
to his wife and daughters, and after a little 
conversation found them all to be pretty 
well informed. 

Qur conversation was in general, about 
the country; and. my host observed that 
they were the freest nation on earth, and 
a great deal more of the hypocritical cant 
respecting liberty and equality, which the 
people of this country so often use, when 
in.the company of Foreigners. merely 
replied, saying that I had not been long 
enough in the country, to form an opinion 
respecting its government, but that I hoped 
its actions were consistent with its profes- 
sions. About this time we were called 
inte the supper room. After supper, my 
host desired to be excused fora few min- 
ates, as some business required his imme- 
diate attention, hoping that I would con- 
sider myself at home, &c. &c. i 

After he was gone,I stepped to a window 
and observed the negreés coming in 
from the fields, with what cotton they had 
picked during the day, on their heads in 
baskets. I saw my host weighing the 
cotton very particularly, and began to 
think he was going to give a certain share 
to his slaves, for to encourage them, but | 
soon found this a visionary idea. I asked 
his daughter what it meant, when she in- 
formed me, that her father had tasked each 
negro, toacertain quantity of cotton each 
day, and for every pound they lacked of 
the compliment, they received a stroke, 
with a cowskin on their naked backs. I 
immediately determined to be a witness to 
this diabolical scene. I got my hat and 
walked out just as they were in the act of 
tying up a young girl about seventeen 
years of age. lobserved that her back 
still retained the marks of a recent whip- 
ing, which it is probable she had received 
the day before, and while she begged and 
prayed the inhuman master to have mer- 
cy upon her, he gave the word, and the 
cursed driver, or overseer, began his dread- 
ful task. She received seventeen lashes. 


The next was an old man, who received | 


ten, and another received. six, another 
twenty, and suffice it to say, there were 
fourteen tied up, and on their backs I ob- 
served the appearance of-very recent cru- 
elty. 

When this barbarous scene was over, 
my host desired me to walk into the house 
with him, observing at the same time, this 
was an employment which he was e 
in every evening. .Asit was impossible for 
him, without this method, ever to get his 
erop Im 


d+ 





My countenance plainly shewed what 
my feelings were, I told him the work he 
was engaged in, was rather the employ- 
ment of a demon, than that of a christian, 
or a man. 

I very shortly took my leave of this fam- 
ly, and went about four miles to a small 
town,where [ stopped for the night, glad at 
my escape from the house of a man, who 
I could not consider in any other light than 
as one possessed of a fiend-like disposition. 

My Dear Brother, could you but see the 

oor Negro cultivating that cane, which 
yields to us the juicy sweet; could you but 
hear his sighs or count his tears, while he 
is compelled to drag out a miserable life, 
bearing the chains of slavery and compel- 
led to work, until at last nature gives way 
and death puts an end to his sufferings.— 
Could you but see another, bedewing the 
cane with his tears and his blood! Iam 
sure if ever humanity touched your heart, 

ou would give up that luxury which has 

en the cause of so much misery to your 
fellow creatures—but I will not patn your 
mind, with a repetition of all the barbarous 
usages which I have seen the descendants 
of Africans endure. Suffice it to say, 
that in a great part of this country their 
situation is deplorable; and such, that even 
death would be a blessing. I must con- 
clude, wishing that you may never see sucie 
cruelties. As [ have been compelled to 
witness. I will write you again shortly on 
this subject. WwW. 

pS __________ 


INTELLIGENCE. 


Late letters from the West Indies, can- 
firm the accounts before. received, that, 
President Boyer has.set. all the slaves.at 
liberty that were held in the Spanish part 
of the Island of St. Domingo, previous to. 
its union with the Republic of Hayti We 
have nothing further relative to the pro- 
condings, of the French against the Hayti- 
ans. itis believed they will not attempt 
their subjugation. 

A Wiulmington (Del.) paper informs us 
that J. Johnson, the kidnapper was lately | 
sentenced to receive thirty-nine lashes on 
the bare back, at the public whipping post, 
to stand in the pillory for an hour, to lone 
his ears nailed thereto, and the soft part 
cut off. 

This sort of punishment, it is true, is 
extremely degrading; but it does not coma 

t with the spirit of the times we live in. 
tis a relic of the barbarous practices of 
former years, and oaght to be expunged 
from our Statute books, 
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AMERICAN CONVENTION. 


Extracts from Communications 
to the American Convention for the Aboli- 
tion.of Slavery, §c. at its session in the 
10th month, 1821. 


FROM THE NEW-YORK SOCIETY FOR PRO- 
MOTING THE MANUMISSION OF SLAVES, &c. 

In looking to the future operations of this 
Society, there i is but little of a local nature, 
on the subject of Slavery, that is likely to 
require its attention; perseverance in the 
course of philanthropy and justice has 
achieved, in this state, nearly all that laws 
can effect. We advert with peculiar plea- 
sure to this fact, and mention it for the en- 
couragement of other societies who may 
not yet have arrived at the same desirable 
point. But a little while ago, we were sur- 
rounded with enemies on every side; and 
the number of advocates for Negro einan- 
cipation was, in compar ison with “the whole 

number of citizens, a mere handfull; our 
society, in its infancy, and for many years 
after its formation, consisted of not more 
than 100 active members; and, in its great- 
est prosperity, have never exceeded 400, 
in a population of 100,000 souls. The 
march tgwards emancipation has been slow, 
but regular; and it is believed, we may now 
with confidence assert, that a great major- 
ity of the citizens of New- York, and of the 
State, are averse to Slavery. We mention 
these interesting facts for the single object|t 
of showing how much the steady progress of 
philanthropy may accomplish, even “though 
surrounded by an apparently over whelm- 
ing opposition; and to encourage our dis- 
tant brethren to form themselves into as- 
sociations for the accomplishment of the 
great object in view. 

The constitutional question involved in 
the Missouri bill appears to have been re- 
ferred, by C nneress, to the decision of the 
courts. A late law- passed by the corpo- 
rate authority of the District of Columbia, 
in which, 
lawful rights of hee persons: of colour are 
invaded and violated, affurds an opporty- 
nity of speedily placing this important 
question before the hichest judicial tribu- 
nal in the United States. Varions impor 

tant considerations induce the desire that 

no time should be lost in brineing up this 
point for adjudication; an- opportunity so 
convenient bas net before offered; of the 
final judgment af the court but little doubt 
is entertained; and. from a judicial decis- 
ion on the subject, most subefantial bene- 
lifts are ante ipited. 





it is believed, the natural and: 





FROM THE PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY FOR 
PROMOTING THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY, &c. 
The protection of free persons against 
those who invade their liberty under colour 
of law, or without any pretence of right, 
seek to effect their purposes by lawless 
violence, has been unremittingly attended 
to by the acting committee of this Society. 
It is with great satisfaction, we are enabled 
to state to the Convention that our exer- 
tions in this respect, within our own State, 
have been elliciently supported by public 
authority. A law of the commonwealth 
has been enacted since the last meeting 
of the Convention, by which the inhuman 
crime of kidnapping is further restrained 
and punished. Justices of the Peace and 
Aldermen are by the same law, prohibited 
from officiating under the act of C ongress, 
in cases of persons held to labour in ‘other 
States and claimed in this as fugitives — 
A more solemn hearing, and, in many in- 
stances, a more impartial decision, is 
thus secured to the unfortunate objects of 
such claims; who ere further benefited by 
the publicity g eiven to their situation, and 
the consequent facility afforded them for 
procuring the aid of their friends. 

The feelings of satisfaction excited by 
these views are checked, when the Socie ty 
reflects on the difficulties it has encounter- 
ed in reclaiming those unfortunate objects 
of its care who have been kidnapped, and 

taken ito other States. Great numbers 
from Pennsylvania, are in this unfortunate 
situation. ‘Torn from their homes and 
relatives, deprived of the protection and 
advice of their friends, and forced to a 
great distance from the means of proving 
and defending their rights, these wretched 
victims of av vatice and cruelty languish a 
along time in bondage before they can 
procure assistance. Many are never hear 


of by those interested in their fate, and of 


such as are fortunate enough to make 
known their situation, numbers sue in vain 
for liberation, in consequence of the dil- 
ficulty of transmitting the evidence from 
a distance and making other arrangements 
to procure their release. ‘Their hapless 
condition is < aggravated by the laws of se- 
veral States; in. which, the black or mulat- 
to is always presumed to be a slave until he 
shews the contrary. ’ 

The society doubt not that the conven- 
tion will continue to exert every endea- 
vour to effect the abolition of Slavery 1 in 
the District of Columbia. ‘The Congress 
of the United States srg exclusive ju- 
risdiction tn that district, the continuance 
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of Slavery in it isa reproach to the whole 
republic. The American people have the 
power, and surely they cannot want.the 
will to wipe off the stain upon their repu- 
tation, of suffering Slavery to remain in 
the capital of a country justly boasting of 
its liberty. The time has, we think, ar- 


rived, oris rapidly approaching, when this} ° 


desirable object can be effected. If de- 
ceived in this expectation, at least let us 
have the consolation to reflect that exer- 
tions on our. part have not been withheld. 

The late acquisition of territory on our 
southern frontier, epens an extensive and 
interesting field of exertion to the Ameri- 
can people. We hope that it may prove 
one in which humanity may be usefully 
employed. ‘To arrest the increase of ne- 
gro slavery in that favoured region: and 
secure its final abolition there, are objects 
worthy of our prompt and vigorous efforts, 
They will doubtless engage the attention 
of the enlightened body we are addres- 
sing, and whatever measures it may re- 
commend, or adopt in relation to those ob- 
jects, shall be seconded by our zealous en- 
deavours. 

On looking back on what has already 
been effected, in favour of emancipation, 
every inducement is found for continuetl 
activity; and these inducements become 
stronger when we direct our views to fu- 
turity. ‘The cause in which weare enlist- 
ed, is one of the most noble that man can en- 
gage in. I[t is recommended by justice, 
humanity and patriotism; has the sanction 
of reason and religion; will command the 
approbation of mankind, and receive the 
blessing of Atmicury Gop. 

——————_—_——— 
TERMS. 

The Genius or Universat Emanci- 
pation is published monthly, in Greene- 
ville, Greene County, Tennessee, at One 
Dorx.ar per annum, payable in advance. 
The difficulty in collecting small sums at 
a distance, renders a strict adherence to 
this rule indespensably necessary. 

a> The currency, or such Bani bills as 
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Americans, plead for the rights of mankind— 
Of the bond-man as well as the free: 
Unrivet the fetters of body and mind, 
’ Neath the shade of your Liberty Tree. 


=—_— —————SSS= 
The following is particularly recom- 
mended to the perusal of my fair readers. 
It may be considered a true picture of the 
horrid manner in which the ancestors of 
the present race of coloured people in our 
country have been torn from their natal 
soil, treated with the most barbarous and 
‘shocking cruelties imaginable, and finally 
doomed themselves and their posterity to 
the most grievous bondage ever known in 
any age or nation. Let no lady throw it 
aside, exclaiming it is fiction——lIt is, in- 
deed, a most sorrowful reality, and cannot 
fail to excite the tear of virtuous sensibili- 
ty. How much, alas! are we indebted to 
the poor Africans for the wrongs heaped 
upon them by our fathers and our brethren! 
The situation of ‘Flora’ is the situation of 
thousands—Read it, ladies, and reflect up- 
on it—Read it virtuous mothers, and re- 
peat the tragical tale to your children. 


For the Genius of Universal Emancipation. 
THE SORROWS OF FLORA. 

As pensive, Flora pass’d the mansion door, 
In broken accents did her case deplore; 
Her heart too full in language,plainto speak, 
And briny tears bedew’d her sable cheek: 
In mournful strains her solemn plaint began, 
Her theme was Freedom,&the subject Man. 
“Freepom! Thou great fair offspring of 

the skies; 

On earth the choicest jewel mortals prize, 

Bestow’d on man by Heavens’ all ruling 
king, 

Sacred, secure, to be enjoy’d by him. 

But human tyrants stain their hands with 

gore, 

Break their own bounds, and foreign lands 
explore, 

Stir up the ign’rant to intestine broils, 





———— 











may be in general circulation in the differ- 
ent States or Territories.in which subscri- 
bers reside, will be received in payment. 

acy Any person who will procure six 
subscribers, and forward the money to the 
Editor, will be entitled to one year’s pa- 
pers, gratis. 
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be sent free of expense, or they will not be 
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That they may fatten on the bloody spoils,— 

Purchase the captives taken by each foe, 

And drag them off to slavery and woe; 

With other wiles, to rob their fellow men 

Of that blest gift which God bestow’d on 
them. 

The scriptures say, as I have understood, 

That all mankind were made of the same 
blood,— 

All are partakers of the ransom paid, 

The sacrifice, whichChrist, for sin has made; 
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That all the world by him will judged be;— 
All tongues confess—all nations bow the knee: 
Meet at his bar to hear their final doom, 

In the decisive judgement day to come. 

But I’m a stave, altho’ created free, 

Of Adam’s stock—of human pedigree; 

Me for a slave, my fellow beings bind,— 
Me, their own species, flesh,& blood, & mind; 
W ith stripes,mylabour they demand each day, 
My mind control, and take my will away; 
The vigor cramp, of the immortal mind, 
Which for expansion, was by God design’d,— 
To range the fields of science widely o’er, 
And the great author of the spheres adore. 
Not me alone, but thousands more beside, 

To whom the right of freedom is denied, 


W rapt in the shades of slavery’s horrid gloom, | 


Without redress, but in the sileut tomb. 
Inthis fam’d land, fair freedom’s boasted shrine, 
Land of oppression, avarice and crime, 

‘Yen hundred thousand slaves in bondage groan, 
Depriv’d of all, that man can call his own. 
Can those be christians,who oppress their kind, 
Wear out the body, brutalize the mind; 


——— 





jit was not made to love this whirling 
ball, 
To satiate in the pleasures earth can 
give, 
Gaze on this little round and deem it 
all, 


| And deem most favored, who unchas- 
tened live. 
Ah no! how different is the sweet em- 
ploy, ; 
| Of those who feei but journeying here 
below! 
Blameless they antidate their promised’ 
joy. 
And bless the hand that gave them 
transient woe. 
They look around with tenderness and 
love 
On fellow pilgrims thro’ a vale of 
tears; 
The plaint impatient, gently they re- 
prove, 
Pointing to where the port of bliss ap- 


ears, 








Thrive bytheir sweat,wealth bytheir labor gain,} That port where wearied virtue meets 


And live in pleasure, on another’s pains 

Let nature speak—let rocks, & hills declare, 
And, vocal, all their testimony bear; 

Let seas, and Oceans, join the solid throng, 


And speak the native languge of their tongue; | 


Ope wide their bosoms, & disclose the dead, 
And shew the havoc slavery has made:— 
Let fields, and forests join the gen’ral sound, 
And thou dark hell, with yawning jaws pro- 
found. 
Let fish & fowl, & beast, & insects speak, 
And rationals, their too long silence break, 
All, all unite with heaven, to condemn 
‘The cruel practice of enslaving men; 
And let them too, wear sackcloth—mourning 
weed, 
“WHILE CHRIST'S DISCIPLES DO THE HOKRID 
DEED!” 
VARIETY. 
Blending the useful and the sweet. 
For the Genius of Universal Emancipation. 
TO THE EDITOR. Believing the following 
production of an Jmerican Female, not alto- 
gether unworthy of a column in the “Ladies? 
Department.” | send it for consideration. 
“ALONZO.” 
The souls of all were made to walk the skies, 
Delightful truth! it must indeed be so, 
Else why superior does the spirit rise, 
And leave so far thischeckered scene below? 


Why with presumtuous wing so often dare 
‘The abode of angels fearlessly explore? 
Breath with extatic joy a purer air 
And thry’ the regions of pe: fection soar? 








——— 





repose, 
Safe from the trammels of this toiling 
scene, 
| Smiles at life’s train of visionary woes, 
And feels more blest than if they had 
| not been. “MARTHA.” 
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! ANSWER £0 THE REBUSS, IN NO. 8. 
The prompt evelamation is O! 
| And Liver the animal part. 
The metal is co.p, which we knew 
A smirx can e’en form by his art. 
These words connected, shew the name 
Of an Englishman, well known to fame: 
Green Valley, 1822. 
——F i 
INFINIT" LOVE. 
Could we with ink the Ocean fill, 
Were there whole worlds with parch- 
ment made, 
Were ev’ry single stick a quill, 
And ev’ry man a scribe by trade, 
To write the love of God above, 
Would drain the Ocean drv; | 
Nor could the scroll compass the whole, 
Though stretched from sky to sky. 
—a DD to 
QUERIES. 
Q. What is that which makes every 
body sick but those who swallow it? 
A. Flattery. 
Q. Why are there three objections to 
taking a glass of brandy and water? 
A. Because there are three seruples 
'to a dram, 
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